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The Long Defeat:

Cultural Trauma, Memory, and Identity in Japan
by Akiko Hashimoto, Associate Professor, Dept. of Sociology, U. of Pittsburgh

This book explores the stakes of war memory in Japan after its defeat in World
War Il, showing how and why defeat has become an indelible part of national
collective life, especially in recent decades. It probes into the heart of the
divisive war memories that lie at the root of current disputes over revising
Japan's pacifist constitution, remilitarization, and the escalating frictions in East
Asia that have come to be known collectively as Japan's "history problem."
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