
“I wish you to gasp not only at what you read but at the miracle of its being readable.” 
- Vladimir Nabokov 
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story as warm-up
(no reading, just told orally)
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To be continued…
leave students in anticipation 
of ending, which they will read 
and discover on their own at 

the end of the unit



Tell a story



Interest

create











phonics friends
friends 26 150





















Interest

create
Multisensory: seeing hearing doing

writing in itself is 
multi-sensory



five levels cover ALL sounds 
and most spelling variations



1 2 3 4 5

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

closely correlated with other OUP titles

80% vocabulary from other main OUP titles



separate readers series



Apps for readers for iOS and Android



full range of components



teacher book

workbook

teacher cards
iTools
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Book 2
Blending book 1 sounds and letters into words
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1 to 1

1 letter 1 sound

/k/

/a/

all words students expected to read and write carefully 
chosen with one to one correspondence
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Blending
left to right

skill of “blending” introduced







difficult vocabulary introduced to ensure 
genuine reading, not just guessing



order carefully thought through: easier to decode to difficult

Synthetic phonics approach, blending individual sounds 
left to right, decoding and sounding out



reinforce with workbook activities



one to one
correspondence
sound letter

_ pplepple



chant introduces communicative language
(it’s actually possible to use OPW as a 

standalone course)







SENTENCE PARTY

active game



P
A
R
T
Y

artner

sk

ead

rade

es!

I see a ram and a fan.

What do you see?

Yes! Yes!



second chant introduces different 
communicative language





P
A
R
T
Y

artner

sk

ead

rade

es!

What do you have?

I have a cat and a fan.

Yes! Yes!



SENTENCE PARTY

mix communicative language to 
encourage genuine communication



P
A
R
T
Y

artner

sk

ead

rade

es!

I see a ram and a fan.

What do you have?

I have a cat and a fan.

What do you see?

Yes! Yes!



Communication

Natural
Flexible

Meaningful

Personalized



bottom-up top-down

fluency

“At every level of language proficiency, 
learners should try to be fluent, 
with what they already know.”              - Paul Nation

fluency from the outset



Reading by six 

How the best schools do it

Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills

UK Ministry of Education 
report



recommended synthetic phonics 
as most effective approach



Approach
systematic phonics

EFL

analyticsynthetic
(linguistic)



54

Two lesson types
Synthetic phonics “Analytic” phonics



“analytic” phonics



focus on blending initial consonant



second “analytic” phonics



activities



Unit Overview

Part 1: synthetic phonics



Part 2: “analytic” phonics



Part 3: “analytic” phonics



Part 4: review and story



not just copying but thinking and 
assessing genuine skill acquisition



RUN AND FIND

active games



READ AND 
POINT

combining student book 
activity with song page











LOOK AND THINK

using song page for games
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song

decodable song with lyrics
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end each unit with students 
reading story on their own

(pre-teach vocabulary and 
high frequency words)
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Not

interfering

“Teach, test, then get out of the way.”               
- Earl Stevick



Tell a story



Interest

create



one to one
correspondence



Approach



Context

ommunicative



Not
interfering



Learning and Playing: Phonics in ACTION

“I wish you to gasp not only at what you read but at the miracle of its being readable.” 
- Vladimir Nabokov 


