
“I wish you to gasp not only at what you read 
but at the miracle of its being readable.” 

- Vladimir Nabokov 
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Mike’s 
Bikes

Thank you, 
Mike! 

We love 
bikes!
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a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o 
p q r s t u v w x y z

name

shapesound



name
shape
sound

If students have learned one aspect, this does not 
imply that they have learned the others.

These three aspects of letters  
must not be confused  

in learning and teaching.



/see/ says /k/
C /k/



/see/ /kuh/ cat



letters do not “SAY” anything

soundsletters have
don’t

people

the written language was developed to represent talk 
                                 - Vgotsky
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Is that your…?



Speaking

communicative 
language targets



bottom-up top-down

fluency

“At every level of language proficiency, 
learners should try to be fluent, 
with what they already know.”              - Paul Nation
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Thank	you!
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