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Questions for Thought and Discussion 

1. Are you convinced by the arguments that the human race will face ‘doom soon’ 

rather than ‘doom deferred’? 

2. What exactly does ‘the end of the world’ mean? 

3. Is our planet a safer place today or a more dangerous one? 

4. What is the evidence that contemporary global warming is a result of human 

activities? 

5. How can human society best tackle global warming? 

6. What causes ice ages and when can we expect the next one? 

7. Is it possible that global warming can actually bring about another ice age? 

8. Just how big is a super-eruption and how can such an event bring society to its 

knees? 

9. What happens when volcanoes collapse? 

10. Do earthquakes really kill people? 

11. Where should we look for the next great natural disaster? 

12. How can we go about preventing asteroids and comets from striking our planet? 

13. Why is there less evidence for past impacts on the Earth than on the Moon? 

14. Were the great extinctions in our geological past caused by giant volcanic eruptions 

or impact events? 

15. What sort of world do you think your great grandchildren will inherit? 
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