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Questions for Thought and Discussion 

 What are the origins of the word diaspora? 

 When did diaspora assume a theological significance? 

 Why does the theological heritage matter today? 

 What are the advantages and disadvantages of defining diaspora with a typology (i.e., a 
list of required characteristics)? 

 What are the strengths and weaknesses of cultural approaches to diaspora? 

 If diaspora is just another word for migration, then why are both words necessary? Is 
every form of migration diasporic? 

 If diaspora is just another word for ethnic group, then why are both terms necessary? Is 
every ethnic group diasporic? 

 Does every conception of diaspora necessarily include the notion of return in some 
sense? 

 What kinds of interaction and connectivity does diaspora facilitate among migrants once 
they have settled abroad?  

 Why did the idea of diaspora proliferate in academic, popular, and political usage in the 
era since World War II? 

 What was the significance of decolonization in this process? 

 Why and when did people of African descent embrace the idea of diaspora? 

 Why and when did diaspora proliferate to the point that it was applied to virtually all 
migrant and ethnic groups? 

 If diaspora is used in such a broad sense, how much analytical value does the term 
retain today? How can we preserve its explanatory value? 

 Who uses the word diaspora today and for what purposes? 

 Why are governments today so eager to reach out and claim “their” diasporas? What is 
at stake economically, politically, and culturally? 

 What are the implications for how citizenship is defined? 

 How does international migration today resemble and differ from migration in earlier 
periods? 

 Does diaspora support or undermine nations and nationalism?  

 What is the future of diaspora? Will the term become more or less relevant and popular 
in the twenty-first century? 
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