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In this Very Short Introduction D. Stephen Long examines the sources, history and 
contemporary theorists involved in the study of Christian ethics. Using examples of 
specific practical matters such as sex, money, and power, Long argues that Christian 
ethics are the cultivation of practical wisdom that comes from many diverse sources. 
 
Questions for thought and discussion 
• Why might you find Christianity unethical? 
• Why might you find ethics unchristian? 
• Since 9/11 news reports speak of “sectarian” violence. Do you think religious people 

are more prone to violence than others? Why are there seldom reports that use the term 
“national” violence? 

• Is the term “Christian” definable? How would you define it? 
• Can God be known? If so, how? If not, why not? 
• Is the term “ethics” definable? How might you define it? 
• I argue in this work that it was appropriate to have the Ten Commandments removed 

from US public courthouses because those buildings cannot really make sense of them. 
What do you make of that argument? 

• Should Christianity, and other religions, have a role to play in politics?  
• Is it possible to make sense of the failures present in Christian history?  
• Is it possible to make sense of human failures in history in general? 
• Do Nietzsche and Zizek disagree when the former suggests, “If God is dead, everything 

is permitted,” and the latter stated, “If God is, everything is permitted”? Which one do 
you think more appropriately characterizes the relation between God and ethics? 

• A Jewish rabbi once said, “Any religion that does not tell you what to do with your 
pots, pans and genitals isn’t worth having.” To what extent would you agree and/or 
disagree with this statement? 

• Does sex have a purpose? 
• Should Christians refuse to participate in war? 
• If Christians have a loyalty greater than that of the nations in which they are found, can 

they make good citizens? Should they be elected to public office? 
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