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Questions for Thought and Discussion 

 Are political parties healthy for a democracy? 

 Why did the drafters of the U.S. Constitution fear political parties? 

 In which ways has the electorate expanded over the course of American political 
history? 

 How has the tone of American politics changed with the expansion of the electorate? 

 Is political campaigning more negative today than it was in the 19th century? 

 Is rhetoric against “elites” stronger today than it was in the 19th century? 

 Has the two-party system worked?  

 Why have some parties failed and others succeeded? 

 Why have third parties emerged? 

 What influence have reform movements exerted on American politics? 

 What role have women played in American politics and reform movements? 

 In which ways can states be seen as laboratories of democracy? 

 How successful is American politics and politicians in solving major issues of the day? 

 Why has interest among voters in politics declined in the 20th century? 

 Is there more distrust of government today than in earlier periods? 

 Is the American political system a model for other countries today? 
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