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Questions for Thought and Discussion 
 

 Do we choose to read about Alexander for education or for pleasure? Or both? 
 

 What can we learn about Alexander’s character and personality from what we know about him? 
 

 What skills did it take to be king of Macedonia? 
 

 What made Alexander such a successful military commander? 
 

 What do you think it would have been like to be a member of the Macedonian court, either in 
Macedonia or on campaign in Asia? 

 

 What do you think it would have been like to fight in Alexander’s army? 
 

 Why did Alexander invade the territory of the Persian Empire? 
 

 How do you think Alexander was seen by the people whose territories he took control of? 
 

 Why did Alexander burn the palace of Persepolis? 
 

 Why did Alexander campaign in the Indus Valley? Why did he not go further? 
 

 What can we say about Alexander’s sexuality? Does it matter? 
 

 Alexander the Great: hero or villain? 
 

 All the surviving ancient accounts of Alexander’s life were written under the Roman Empire. Why 
do you think he was such a popular subject in that period? 

 

 Is it helpful to think about Alexander’s campaign as an example of conflict between West and East? 
 

 Does reading about Alexander the Great give you any insight into the current state of the territories 
he took control of? 

 

 Why do you think that Alexander the Great remains such an emotive figure in modern Greece and 
other parts of the world? 

 

 New biographies of Alexander the Great are being published every year, even though we have 
virtually no new information about him. Why do you think this is? 

 

 Does Alexander the Great still matter? Why? 
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