








Oxford Skills World: Reading with Writing	 Level 1 Syllabus 

Topic Unit Reading Goal Key Words Writing Goal 

T O P I C

1
In Your School

Unit 1 Look at the 
pictures

desk, bookcase, chair, 
wastebasket 

Write a short paragraph

Unit 2 Find the 
numbers

pencil case, pencil, crayon, 
marker

Focus: Capital letters and 
periods

T O P I C

2
Animals 

Unit 3 Read the title dog, cat, bird, hamster Write an informational 
paragraph

Unit 4 Read the 
captions

horse, frog, turtle, rabbit Focus: Pictures and 
captions

T O P I C

3
Colors and 

Shapes

Unit 5 Find the color 
words

orange, black, purple, pink Write a description

Unit 6 Find the shape 
words

rectangle, oval, heart, 
triangle

Focus: Descriptive words

T O P I C

4
What Do 
You Like?

Unit 7 Find the topic jump rope, doll, robot, 
yo-yo 

Write a friendly letter 

Unit 8 Find the details smoothie, juice, pizza, cake Focus: Commas

T O P I C

5
How's the 
Weather?

Unit 9 Find the 
differences 

cold, snowy, sunny, hot Write a weather report

Unit 10 Find the cities rainy, cloudy, windy, storm Focus: Time words

T O P I C

6
Family and 

Friends

Unit 11 Find the 
characters

father, mother, baby sister, 
brother 

Write an autobiography

Unit 12 Use a diagram aunt, sister, grandmother, 
grandfather 

Focus: I and my
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Oxford Skills World: Reading with Writing	  

Topic Unit Reading Goal Key Words Writing Goal 

T O P I C

1
Art Smart

Unit 1 Read the Title picture, glue, paper clip, 
window

Write a  
Conversation 

Unit 2 Read the  
Headings

calendar, pencil sharpener, 
clock, yarn

Focus: Names and capital 
letters

T O P I C

2
My Shopping 

Trip

Unit 3 Find Key  
Information

buy, key chain, lunch box, 
comic book

Write an E-mail 

Unit 4 Find the Setting action figure, watch, wallet, 
candy bar

Focus: Description words

T O P I C

3
Fun and Games

Unit 5 Find the Action 
Words

swim, dance, skip, sing Write a Story 

Unit 6 Find the Main 
Idea

jump rope, play hopscotch, 
do karate, ride a bike

Focus: Character and 
setting

T O P I C

4
My Heroes

Unit 7 Find the Places cook, dentist, doctor, vet Write a Paragraph 

Unit 8 Understand 
Cause and Effect

soccer player, taxi driver, 
police officer, firefighter

Focus: In to show location

T O P I C

5
Yum!

Unit 9 Find Likes and 
Dislikes 

sandwich, burger, cheese, 
grapes

Write an Opinion

Unit 10 Find What Is 
Similar and  
Different 

steak, stew, rice, pasta Focus: Conjunctions and 
and but

T O P I C

6
My Day

Unit 11 Find Times get up, have breakfast, 
brush your teeth, go to 
school 

Write a Schedule 

Unit 12 Understand the 
Sequence 

do homework, eat dinner,  
watch TV, go to bed 

Focus: Time abbreviations 
a.m. and p.m.
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Oxford Skills World: Reading with Writing	 Level 3 Syllabus 

Topic Unit Reading Goal Key Words Writing Goal 

T O P I C

1
Cool Projects

Unit 1 Skim for Gist smock, paint, paintbrush, 
table, door, water bottle

Write a Description

Unit 2 Scan for Details computer, magnet, string, 
glue stick, magazine, tape

Focus: Details

T O P I C

2
Clothes for 
Everyone!

Unit 3 Find Facts hat, gloves, socks, boots, 
shirt, jacket

Write a Persuasive Text

Unit 4 Find Opinions dress, jeans, shoes, skirt, 
sweater, pants

Focus: Opinions and 
Reasons

T O P I C

3
Lost in the 
Big City!

Unit 5 Find the 
Problem and 
Solution 

office, library, bakery, bus 
station, park, store

Write a Process Paragraph

Unit 6 Classify movie theater, gym, train 
station, shopping mall, 
factory, shoe repair shop

Focus: Sequence Words

T O P I C

4
What’s Your Job?

Unit 7 Make Notes lifeguard, photographer, 
veterinarian, actor, baseball 
player, builder

Write an Outline

Unit 8 Summarize artist, farmer, baker, sales-
clerk, teacher, pilot

Focus: Main Ideas and 
Details

T O P I C

5
Small Houses

Unit 9 Identify the 
Main and Minor 
Characters

couch, living room, kitchen, 
lamp, bedroom, bed

Write a Journal Entry

Unit 10 Understand the 
Setting

bathroom, wash up, dining 
room, garage, play games, 
sweep the floor

Focus: Dates

T O P I C

6
Free Time

Unit 11 Understand the 
Sequence of 
Events

learn about fossils, swim in 
the ocean, play outside, go 
shopping, read a book, use 
the computer

Write a Story

Unit 12 Find the 
Beginning, 
Middle, and End

stay home, go mountain 
biking, practice piano, play 
video games, go skateboard-
ing, sleep in a tent

Focus: Setting

Syllabus
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Oxford Skills World: Reading with Writing	 Level 4 Syllabus 

Topic Unit Reading Goal Key Words Writing Goal 

T O P I C

1
Crazy About 

Sports!

Unit 1 Identify Fiction 
and Nonfiction 

team, player, score a 
goal, play soccer, play 
badminton, play ice hockey

Write a Persuasive Text 

Unit 2 Identify the 
Writer’s Purpose

play softball, catch the 
ball, mitt, bat, basketball, 
practice yoga

Focus: Persuasive words

T O P I C

2
The Living Earth

Unit 3 Find the Main 
Ideas and 
Details

Earth, warm, the sun, sky, 
weather, cool

Write a Descriptive Text

Unit 4 Make 
Predictions

tropical, rain forest, humid, 
lake, foggy, rainbow

Focus: Adjectives

T O P I C

3
Let’s Go to 

Space! 

Unit 5 Find Similes spacecraft, rocks, rocket, 
sail a boat, volcano, drive a 
race car

Write an Opinion Text

Unit 6 Guess Unknown 
Words

travel around, passenger, 
suitcase, read a novel,  
city, build a house

Focus: Transition words 
and phrases

T O P I C

4
Looks and 
Feelings

Unit 7 Compare and 
Contrast

curly, blond, a ponytail,  
shoulder-length hair, 
bangs, freckles

Write a Descriptive Text

Unit 8 Understand 
Characters

old, tall, straight, a 
moustache, a beard, glasses

Focus: Intensifiers

T O P I C

5
What Happened?

Unit 9 Understand 
Cause and Effect 

sleep late, have a party, 
meet a rock star, play music, 
send a text, take a picture

Write a News Article

Unit 10 Find the Theme find money, go to the mall, 
see a movie, go bowling, 
advertisement, fly a kite

Focus: Quotation marks

T O P I C

6
Hop On, Hop Off!

Unit 11 Summarize gas station, subway, 
through, ferry, under, over

Write a Story

Unit 12 Identify Facts 
and Opinions 

beauty salon, cable car, 
bridge, department store, 
skyscraper, gift shop

Focus: Speech tags

Syllabus
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Oxford Skills World: Reading with Writing	 Level 5 Syllabus 

Topic Unit Reading Goal Key Words Writing Goal 

T O P I C

1
Let's Eat!

Unit 1 Paraphrase bean, a bag of potato chips, a piece 
of pizza, a glass of milk, a cup of 
coffee, a bottle of water, a piece of 
cheese, a box of chocolates

Write an 
explanatory text 

Unit 2 Use the 5 Ws cupcake, bags of pretzels, nut, 
sushi, noodles, meatballs, curry, 
bottles of soda

Focus: Transitions

T O P I C

2
The Animal 
Kingdom

Unit 3 Make 
connections

smaller, squirrel, lizard, larger, jaguar, 
polar bear, caterpillar, butterfly

Write a report 

Unit 4 Classify and 
categorize

kangaroo, gazelle, parrot, cheetah, 
camel, faster, fastest, dolphin

Focus: Headings

T O P I C

3
Around the 

House

Unit 5 Identify the 
theme

help my parents, set the alarm, walk 
the dog, set the table, cook, wash the 
dishes, cut the grass, wash the car

Write an essay 

Unit 6 Identify cause 
and effect

clean up my room, mop the floor, 
clean the desk, dust the furniture, 
make the bed, wash the windows, 
buy groceries, put away the groceries

Focus: Concluding 
phrases

T O P I C

4
The Four 
Seasons

Unit 7 Skim for gist summer, go to the beach, go camp-
ing, go hiking, climb a mountain, 
have a picnic, spring, canoe on the 
river

Write an opinion 
essay

Unit 8 Draw 
conclusions

explore, fall, winter, blizzard, ice 
skate, go skiing, drink hot choco-
late, freeze

Focus: Connectors

T O P I C

5
Our Five Senses

Unit 9 Scan for details smell, smell like, taste, soft, sweet, 
crunchy, sour, spicy

Write a descriptive 
essay 

Unit 10 Visualize look, touch, sound like, hear, won-
derful, listen, feel like, pretty

Focus: Senses to 
describe

T O P I C

6
See the World! 

Unit 11 Take notes Hawaii, China, tofu, chopsticks, 
Egypt, street vendor, see the pyra-
mids, ride a camel

Write a story

Unit 12 Identify 
characters, 
setting, and plot

Mexico, visit family, beautiful, taco, 
crepe, France, India, rickshaw

Focus: Pronouns

Syllabus
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Oxford Skills World: Reading with Writing	 Level 6 Syllabus 

Topic Unit Reading Goal Key Words Writing Goal 

T O P I C

1
What’s in the 

Water?

Unit 1 Identify the 
point of view

octopus, interesting, squid, exhibit, 
jellyfish, amazing, boring, sea 
turtle

Write a detailed 
description

Unit 2 Make inferences diver, video, bored, seal, shark, 
scared, scary, tired

Focus: Sequencers

T O P I C

2
What to Wear

Unit 3 Identify the 
main idea and 
details

turn off the TV, competition, watch 
birds, wear a helmet, wear a life 
jacket, take off your watch, scarf, 
put on sunscreen

Write a magazine 
article

Unit 4 Identify the 
main idea and 
theme

act in a play, read a lot of books, 
turn in your homework, turn up the 
heat, belt, mitten, turn down the 
music, turn off the computer

Focus: Headline, 
pictures, and hook

T O P I C

3
From Here 
to There

Unit 5 Identify and 
analyze the 
setting

on the left, turn right, go straight, 
next to, go back, up the hill, read a 
map, between

Write a process 
essay

Unit 6 Use visuals corner, go two blocks, across the 
street from, around, in front of, 
behind, cross the street, along a river

Focus: Phrases that 
show purpose

T O P I C

4
A World 
of Words

Unit 7 Understand a 
bar graph

native speaker, official language, 
Spanish, Mexican, French, Chinese, 
Hindi, English

Write a review

Unit 8 Make 
predictions

Italian, British, accent, Portuguese, 
Australia, Brazil, bilingual, 
Australian

Focus: Phrases that 
give examples

T O P I C

5
Getting to 
Know You

Unit 9 Analyze 
characters

calm, nervous, daring, shy, rude, 
thoughtful, confident, friendly

Write a comparative 
report

Unit 10 Understand 
types of conflict

fit, strong, studious, proud, brave, 
patient, busy, generous 

Focus: Phrases that 
show contrast

T O P I C

6
Finding 

Adventure

Unit 11 Make a value 
judgment

Amazon jungle, Mt. Everest, 
pyramid, culture, currency, 
go kayaking, rock climbing, 
national park

Write a research 
report

Unit 12 Understand a 
pie chart

go to Mars, exciting, Antarctica, 
population, mountain range, 
glacier, the bottom of the ocean, 
determined

Focus: Synonyms

Syllabus
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