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Oxford Reading Tree is one of the most popular reading
programmes in the world. It is highly successful because
children love the characters and want to read about
Oxford them. It is easy for teachers to use and is an ideal way to
Reading encourage more parental support.

Tree

The programme is for four to eight year olds. It

addresses the reading needs and development of the
whole child by building primarily on the importance of story in the learning
experience of all children. At the same time it recognises the wide range of
skills that the child needs to acquire in learning to read. ‘

Through story, Oxford Reading Tree provides a context for reading to
take place. Every storybook in the programme tells a complete story with
pictures and text working together to give children clues to help them
predict the meaning of simple sentences.

Oxford Reading Tree is divided into stages which gradually increase in
number of words and the difficulty of the sentences. Stage 1 teaches
important pre-reading skills. Stage 1+ to 5 introduce specific reading skills
which are developed as each child progresses through Stages 6 to 11 to
become confident readers.

Here’s what teachers say about Oxford Reading Tree:

‘The students absolutely love the stories and the pictures. They refer to the characters in
everyday conversation when trying to describe someone. They also use the characters in their
own stories’. Angela Darwich, Rawafed School, Abu Dhabi

‘We all enjoy the stories so much. Well done for finally producing a reading scheme that makes
children laugh’. Alisa E Green, Nansi Junior School, Zambia

‘ORYT has linked teacher, parent and child by giving us Kipper, Biff and Floppy as friends’.
Teacher, Taipon School, St Lucia

‘A fantastic scheme. The kids love it, I love it and the parents love it!’.
Jenny Martin, International School of Helsinki, Finland

‘Oxford Reading Tree gets children involved in all learning areas: listening, speaking, reading
and writing. Best of all there is a valuable link between the stories and children’s prior
knowledge and own experiences’. English Co-ordinator, St Gabriel’s School, Chile

‘ORYT is motivating and stimulating for the children. It aims to develop the child’s language,
rather than sticking to limited, and boring vocabulary. Since we adopted it in its infancy 15 years
ago, our standards have steadily improved’. Sandy Whitford, St Christopher’s School, Bahrain

‘Making the switch to Oxford Reading Tree 3 years ago revolutionised our reading program!
Even children with very little English quickly come to love the familiar characters. It is impressive
how much new vocabulary the children retain simply from hearing the stories. Reading fluency
has improved tremendously and most children are reading confidently’.

Wendy Lau, Head of English, St Catherine’s, Hong Kong



Although Oxford Reading Tree is a flexible
programme that can be used in many different
classroom settings we would suggest the
following route through to get the best from
your children:

Whole class work

with Big Books and MagicPage
interactive software

Pages 4-5
4
Group work
with Biff, Chip and Kipper
Stories
Pages 6-9
4

Independent work

Fiction, non-fiction and poetry
Pages 10-11




Whole class work

What is whole class work?

Whole class work involves the teacher modelling reading to the whole class.

Big Books

Big Books are available at Stages 1 - 3. These are large format versions of the little books enabling
you to model reading the story and talk about the pictures and text with the children. These books
will introduce the children to the Oxford Reading Tree characters.

At these early reading stages, it is important to get children excited about reading by encouraging
them to talk about their own thoughts and experiences of the stories. All the books in the earlier
stages of Oxford Reading Tree are based on familiar experiences such as going to school and
family life so the teacher can use ‘talk’ to help children look for, and make meaning in reading.

If you are teaching second language English learners, you may want to use your mother tongue
and don’t be worried if your children respond in their own language in the early Stages of Oxford

Reading Tree.

Free Teaching Notes provide full guidance on using the Big Books.

Extended versions of the
stories are provided for
you to read aloud

Suggested questions
throughout to check children’s
comprehension of the story

N
Includes speaking and
listening, reading and
writing activities

~

Extended story

!;& “___'- 3 - Language compushension

Coverflintroduction
Thiks sty is called The Tays’ Party, It all about what
happened when Kipper wanted 1o have & pretend
party, but nobedy wasted 1 come

3 icurifying)

® Mave you ever been 10 8 party?

® What sort of party was it?

= Have you ever had a party? Tell me about it
Page 1
Kippar wanted & party. He 5pent a leng time getting
it reody. He 182 up his litte tabie in the kitchen

3 (ouestioning,

® Kipper was feeling sad. What sort of party did e
Wit & seal party oF a pretend party?

® How g you kiow it was & pretend party?

& Who would you ack 1o 3 pretend paty?
Pages 2/3
But nobody wanted to come, When he asied Biff
anvd Chip they said, "Sorrg wa're going out 1o plag”

‘Whar he atked Mum she sid, "Dad and lace

Faing 1o wath the car”

i The Toys' Party

=82 least ey Rergs woert say thiy G4t come to
iy party” thought Kippss 1o bimsel!
B ivesticnin ing}
& \Wihich toys did Kipper take to his party?

© 0usioning. Ciitying)

® Do you think the oys wanted 10 30 €0 the party?
® Fow do you think they felt on the way downstain?
® How do you feel wihen you go to.a party?

Pages 67

When ail the tays were sitting in a decle, Kipper

thought, “This isn® like a proger party.”

Hie remarnbered all the good things there had
hedn 1o eat a1 Biff and Chig's party. Mast of all he
rempmbened the cake,

A Ehat's whant Kipper theught he wanted for
his ey, He wanted a cake,

® Whar sert of cake oid he ehink sbout?

= Wiy do you think Kipper wanted the bowt?

® Can you say wiat goes N0 a real Bivehday cake?
Pages 8/9

and an the floar,

=Camflakes a8 a bit dry all by themseives,”
Tt theught. “Maybe if | mix thim up with seme
‘tomato sauce it would be better” So he put in
coumflakes and he put in tomato sauce.

siwn Road smpl

3 icuritying. Questioning)

@ o da you think Kipper fell? Why?

@ Wy wouldn't Bitf and Chip come to bit party?
® Wy wouldn't Mum and Dad came?

your?
Pages /5

e wenit upstains and he got his toys. He brought
e he kitchen and sat them f

That was the trouble, Nobody wanted ta come.

® How da your el whin pobedy wanss o play with

Kipper had lots of toys because he was the

their toys, they gave them to Kipper.

The Tey's Party

yonungest and when BIF and €hip grew 16 ok for

1O i<tanitying. Guestioni

® Have you ever

@ Uity wre the cormfiat,

® Wt do you think famato sae and comiiskes
rare hike?

ming)

Pages 10/11
Kippee thenught that the mistue still lcked rathir
diry, 50 be 100k sore milk fram the fridge and
poured a litthe inta the bawl.

Theen e saw s pot of strawbeny jam on one of

the shehve in the cugibosrd, T put in some jam,”
he thought
iy e bl e ' ane ey w1 B sty uhed o calpe 10 This Toys' Party

Assariment

Shared activities /

B-.

(D) e recogniton

et Fes

n K AF w OOAS

A w DA writ g ameriment Az

]

Speaking, listening and drama

Use language te imagine and recraate exparkences (1.3} Sustain

artentive listening, responding to what they have heard by relevam

commenty, questions ar action (2 7)

D tousroningi Use the questions wiggested in the exterded story 1o
irechve children in the evenits on sach page.

® Remind chiddren 1o take turms to speak and to listen to sach other.

3 raginingl Loak at the pherurs of Kippar an page 16. Atk ta children:
What di you think Kipper wirs thinking?

3 (Procictiont Ask: Do you think Kipper was @ bit embarrassed? Wil Mum
tell everyone what he did?

= As: Have you ever done anything that seemed a good idea, but ten
wished you hadn't?

® Praise children for listening to sach other and for taking turns when
ipenking

wt (R 442 Do the children refer to the text and piciures when discesing
the story?
Reading

i

e by and blending p all through
the word from left 1o right {5.6). S$how an understanding of the
olements of stories such as soquence of events (7.3, 82}

& Read the tithes and talk abiout the picture on the cover. Ask: Have you
ever hat a party with your fays? What Aappenea?

G n 3l Ribad the extended fary while the childeen look 4t the
[ sk the questions for each page, encouraging children to talk

about relevant experierses of their own.
(3 (tuniianical Read the book tagether. On pages 1, 2 and 4, use the
guided responie questions 1o prompt the whale senterce
) On pages 6-13, pawse before the final word in each sentence, Ask the
children ta use their phanic skills ta read the whale words,
(0 On poages 14 and 16, ask children to e the initial, then the following
seunds 1o wark out the final word in sach sertence,
& (1 Ar2i Do the children use their understanding of the stary and their
n waperiences 1o explain the ilustratioes and the main events?

Teaching Notes for Big Books Stage 2 Stories



Whole class work SESS Group work B Independent work

MagicPage Interactive Software

The Oxford Reading Tree MagicPage CD-ROMs are designed for shared literacy work on an
interactive whiteboard or projector. Turn-the-page technology lets you read the story like a

real book and on-screen prompts and activities allow you to explore the text further as a whole
class to get children excited about the stories. MagicPage is available up to Stage 9.

® Talk - images, audio and film
linked to the story context
stimulate speaking and listening

® Linked Language - on screen /

activities are closely linked to the :
storybooks to encourage children
to discuss what they see and hear

P |

® Edit the text in the story book
to focus on word, punctuation,
sentence and story structure

“Don'y be froghte * said Chip. Tt

an IIF!IDI;.uru! Ill': I:i.r I:Ei ean im the ; | :-;n_ i ([ Change the p|0t, SettINQS,
' s el ot characters or story endings - a
perfect springboard into writing
wa . T s> §

® Full support for all activities
is provided in the Teacher’s
Guide, as well as guidance on
assessment

® | Can Workbooks
provide each pupil with
a personalised record
of their learning with
activities linked to each
CD-ROM and built-in
self assessment

5. <y

Teaching Guide
Stag,

"':'- =
s

i

#3

D




Group work

What is group work?

Group work involves the teacher working with a particular group of children
whilst the remainder of the class work independently. Most teachers choose to
group by ability level so they can focus on a particular skill.

Free Group/Guided Reading Notes are provided with each mixed

pack of 6 or class pack of 36 and provide:

® Detailed support for group and guided reading activities with

clear objectives throughout

® Group and independent reading activities to practise
word recognition, language development, phonics and

® |deas for speaking and listening, drama and writing activities
to use during the group session or as extended work

T, Thig et Wappeas Hignse
@ Group/Guided
%, = Reading Notes

comprehension skills to get the best out of each child =

® Assessment opportunities clearly flagged throughout

m-, o | The Box of Treasure

- G = Language comprehension R, AF = QCA reading assessment focus
[ m = Word recognition W AF = DCA writing assessment focus

Group or guided reading

Introducing the book

3 iPrediction) Talk about the picture on the cover and ask the children to
suggest what the story might be about.

G {imagining) Read the title and ask: What do you think will be inside the
box of treasure?

& Look through the pictures to see if the children are right.

Strategy check
Remind the children to use their knowledge of phonics to work out
new words
Independent reading

® Listen as the children read the story. Encourage them to notice details
and make comments about the pictures.

m Praise children for working out words independently. if children get stuck
reading “treasure’ on page 5, remind them to sound out the beginning
letters {t-r-e). If they do not guess the word read it aloud for them.

G {Questioning, Summarising) At the end, ask questions such as: Why did they
need a map? Who hid the freasure?

Assessment Check that children:
® (R AF1) track text in the right order from left to right, peinting to each
word in turn

@ (R AF1) use phonics to work out CVC words such as ‘had’ and ‘map’.

16 The Box of Treasure

Returning to the text
@ Turn to pages 6-7. Point to some of the simple words on the map
and ask children to demaonstrate reading them by sounding out and
G (Clarifying, imagining) Turn to page 12. Ask: How do you think the children
felt when they found the treasure? Do you think they were happy with
the sweets? Why?
G (Summarising) Ask children to retell the story in two or three sentences.

Group and independent reading activities

Objective Know that print carries meaning and, in English, is read from left to
right and top to bottam (7.1}, Show an understanding of the elements
of stories, such as sequence of events, and openings (7.3).
0 Ask the children to find the first page of the story. Ask: How do we
know where a story begins? Find the page number.
® Show children how to turn the pages caretfully.
® Ask the children to find the page number for the last page.
® Read the story together. Check that everyone begins at the left of each
page and points to each word as they read.
Assessment (F, AF3) Do the children quickly find the beginning and end?
Objective Read some high frequency words (5.9).
@ You will need some copies of the words 'map’ and ‘sand’ on small pieces
of paper and some reusable stickers.
® Use the words on paper and stickers to change the text: cover “sand’
with ‘'map’ and ‘map’ with ‘sand’ on several pages.
@ Read the new text together, Encourage the children to say what is
wrong, and what the text should say.
® Remove the paper words and reread the text, Check that it now
makes sense.

The Box of Treasure 17

Stage 1+ More First Sentences B Group/Guided Reading Notes
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Whole class work SESS Group work S Independent work

Oxford Reading Tree provides a number of different resources for children
to use independently whilst the teacher works on group/guided reading

Group Activity Sheets

Group
These photocopiable activity sheets closely link to the stories at Activity
Stages 1- 9. They provide focused individual work to reinforce Sheets
current class and group teaching objectives. Book 1

The topics covered can be used to assess a wide range of skills
from recognition of letter names and sounds, to the ability to write
complex sentences. Clear notes are provided showing the main
learning outcomes for each activity and suggested activities for
more able students are included.

Name Date  (DIW['% Name Date DOws

More rhyming words These letters are vowels: aeiou

These letters are consonants:

becdfghjklmnpgrstvwxyz

Sort out the letters in each word into vowels and
consonants.

............................................. e pircttes @

Use the letters in the box to make more rhymes.
vowels / \ consonants

pin rhymes with

vowels \ consonants

b
o c _ _
box _ § s
book |:| L vowels / \ consonants vowels / \ consonants
AL -
p
picked t Make at least 5 words from these vowels: a e i

|

and these consonants: t p s | r.
Now make words to rhyme with:

glowing door

54 STAGE 5 | The Mogic Key © o 1P e P calege 58 STAGE 5 I Prote Acverture © o 1P e P cotege

Stage 5 Group Activity Sheets



Group work

Comprehension Photocopy Masters

Rasding
Tre

The photocobiable activities in the Comprehension Photocopy = e =

Masters support and teach the five key comprehension skills: rehensfnn

prediction, questioning, summarising, visualising and clarifying. el :
ages 1-2

They use the child’s involvement with the Oxford Reading Tree
characters to practise and reinforce language development and
comprehension.

Although we recommend these sheets as part of your group work
session, you may also find them useful for homework activities.

~\
Self assessment Comprehension
included skils flagged

\ \

3 :
'_.LHnw did | do? @:{,ﬁ ﬂ;}) How did | do? ét 'ﬁﬁ ﬂ;})\

Mame: Mame:

.

These are the problems the children met in Storm Costle.
Pul them in the right order.

I

itate] ! =T
the robats | | giant robot the deor

Put the pictures in order.

O

[ cok

Brod| | G | |cmms

ok

the bridge the maonster the Aoor

BT LBy R Jooyng Iy | sE

= | |

Bupserss par Bupurwwun esirueyesdwoy ey wsusls § slas

I. 7
2. b,
@ 3. A
k. 8.
The most frightening problem wos
The problem that was most fun was
The easiest problem to solve was
Talk aboat what happened in the story. Ask the chilldren to find the plohare that comes ik the children 1o put ihe prodlems (8 abder from meinery, then check with the book.
firsd, Do ewver the dotted line. Match the other phctures 10 the naimbers. Lise the Ak them b0 use theiy own kdeas o complete the senlsnoes and (o think of another
pictany ko retell the skory. problem they could have had in Sioem Castle.
& FRLT Y o SRR SN S - I T T S S Py S S ——

Stages 1- 2 Comprehension Photocopy Masters Stages 6 - 9 Comprehension Photocopy Masters



Whole class work

Group work

Independent work

Workbooks

There are write-in
Workbooks for every
Stage, designed to
develop and strengthen

reading and writing skKills.

They are closely linked
to the stories so that
words are reinforced in
meaningful contexts.

tOhme! .

The Ice Cream
Finish writing the rhyming sentences,

Use [_"_thu.t can splat vcn_/’:

Can 1 get an ice cream?

Yes, 1 B

Come on, run to the

ice cream __
S

I want the big one. E??{
Look at S— T
' '49@':-' L

Look out, Kipper!

Laxsk a1 the book to answer these questions.

1 Who went on the picnic? (page 1)

7 What was the place called? (page 1)

3 Why did everything look small from the top of the hill2

(page 6)

4 What game did the children play? (page 10}

5 Why did Chip leave his litter on the ground? (poge 13)

I 6 Why should we always pick up itter? (page 5)

Stage 1+ Workbook

Second Language Support

The Teacher’s Guide for Children Learning English offers detailed support
and lesson plans for teaching students with English as a second language.

Teacher's
Guide
Stages 1-3

It includes a comprehensive range of photocopiable activities and games For Children Learning English

to encourage independent work and develop vocabulary acquisition and
word recognition at the early stages.

[ S ——
Mama Daota Mame Date

| JP—

1. Read the words in the besx. |

1.Rend the sentences. |
2. Write the words,

1. Write the missing letters. b iy Park: squiea
-‘E'ﬁé 3. Read the sentences. | ot Are
N—
The squirrels were L

in the : F}"‘:"‘W

e e
They took :"'-“'""?E'"‘ o
1 e~ | .
the : r;:}*" gl Clear visual prompts

i n are ideal for second
bl language learners
Theg ran up \] V | guag

the ; _-E .1,' ./
.8 W
The liked -:J \g{ /f
the eggs. X wﬂh-b__‘é
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Independent work

What is independent work?

Independent work is a time for students to work on their own to explore reading
using a range of genres. You may also use this time to continue with the activities
from pages 7-9.

Biff, Chip and Kipper Stories

Over 200 Biff, Chip and Kipper Stories include big helpings of

fun, magic and drama to instil a real love of reading, built within a
carefully levelled structure to increase children’s vocabulary, enrich
their language comprehension and widen their reading experience.

The Biff, Chip and Kipper Stories include lots of books to keep up
the reading pace needed for the development of early reading skills.

- T

h. Lkl 3 ﬁi‘

Kipper went on the swing.

Stage 1 Wordless Stories support speaking and
listening as children predict events and discuss
familiar settings and experiences.

Stages 1+, 2 and 3 focus on important high
frequency words and sentences to practice words
and increase knowledge of punctuation.

“Gesacltnge.” waid Chig. “Thani gou far
to ga tha party”
“Ch na’™ soud the pirgues

As children progress past Stage 5, their reading
and comprehension broadens as they move into a
fantasy world with the Magic Key adventures, which
also provides opportunities to introduce cross-
curricular links.

loow 5 sad Haid kel e i

- DL W P

S T A k™ il Wlad. "Wl wsm’s 0 vy

[y —— g T e T TN WS-
Thew beslor =5 = murw bs pres waiss e

B T e, il A, <Y i) il P i

b=

The higher Stages introduce more complicated
sentence structures and paragraphs, as well as the
concept of sequels to increase reading stamina,
which is vital for reading success.



Whole class work SES S Group work IS

Fireflies Non-fiction

Fireflies introduce children to non-fiction from

the earliest stages of reading. The books are

levelled into exactly the same Stages as the fiction
and are written to capture children’s enthusiasm,
encouraging them to find out about the wider world.
Reading Fireflies alongside the Biff, Chip and Kipper
Stories will give children a broad reading experience,
with steady progression through the Stages and
plenty of practice of high frequency words in lots of
different contexts.

Glow-worms Poetry

These easy-to-read poems will help children explore
language and extend their vocabulary through rhyme.
They are available at Stages 1to 11 with each book based
on a theme offering cross-curricular opportunities.

Support at home

Read with Biff, Chip and Kipper

Read with Biff, Chip and Kipper helps parents support
their child’s development as a reader and complements
what their child is learning at school. It is important
that the pace of reading within the classroom is
continued at home to develop a life-long enjoyment of
reading and to consolidate key skills.

S
e secret of
= the

All the books feature the characters from
Oxford Reading Tree and have the same careful
grading, built in progression and repetitive vocabulary.

Parent support website

Parents can visit our new parent support website for free
advice on getting children reading, eBooks and lots of
activities to develop literacy skills.

www.oxfordowl.co.uk



| Assessment

The clear structured progression of Oxford Reading Tree provides a strong foundation for
assessment practice in the classroom. Assessment is embedded throughout the programme
and the following additional resources have been created to assist you further with this.

Assess and Progress

The Assess and Progress Tool Kit provides all the resources
you need to make a reliable assessment of children’s reading
attainment, diagnostic support to identify possible barriers
to reading progress, and ideas and activities to help children
develop the skills to move forward. The tool kit is easy to
integrate into your existing classroom practice.

Sequencing Cards Photocopy p=  Sequencing Cards
Masters

These are used to monitor children’s understanding of a
story sequence and their ability to predict and read a text
in context. Covering Stages 1to 4, each photocopiable
story has four to six pictures and sentences to cut up and
rearrange in the right order.

What to do next?

If you have any questions, please contact your local Educational Consultant who would
be happy to help. To place an order, simply complete the enclosed order form and
return it to us.

Please call +44 1865 354240 or email education.export@oup.com

Looking for flexible levelled resources for junior
readers aged 7-11?

To keep up the pace and progression within Oxford Reading Tree
for your juniors, contact us about our carefully levelled TreeTops
range which includes Fiction, Non-fiction, Graphic Novels, Myths
and Legends, Classics, True Stories, Playscripts and more.

OXFORD tel +44 1536 452610 email schools.orders.uk@oup.com
UNIVERSITY PRESS fax +44 1865 313472 web www.oxfordprimary.co.uk/international

K37664



